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NOTE FOR RECORD: At Deputies' Meeting 10 November
1)CT decided not to attempt to set
up newrules and regulations -- let
matters stay as they are. Advised 00
who will inform 10 Cctober 1958

25X1A | osheldon.

Gy ARIIUM Fus: (ATector of Lentral iatslligence

BT Ur S 4 Fublication of l.ibelows, Slanderous anda
Censorious siaterial

W Phaks seemorendass 18 lor infurmation only. ,
STATSPEC |
5. rhis iiice has reviewed the alteramaiive drait policy statements }
concerning pablishing by-at libelous, sianderous and censerious |
«aterial. {he guestions raised oy the publication of such materiai are
soth lagal and policy anu in our view the iegal aspects are subordiaate to |

the nolicy questions,

5. the iew on libel is not eatirely clear as it applies to Coveramunt
suployees and material pudlished by them in the course ol theiz employment.
~ iaile they are not exempted irom suit pecause of Coveranment employment,
nere bave bees no such suits in the history of [ ibus, we iecl that |
e legal risks involvea are lairly insubstantial. STATSPEC

STATSPEC , S | coald |
.. % uile in wome cases publication of libelous material could i
sossioly give rise to » causs of action, the relatively small risk invelved |
ay woll be outweighed by the policy considsraticn oi alerting the official
Aii}.ﬁiiﬁmarl- oi the fact of such vicious attacks sn public personalities
cither zoveramental or otheywise. Im considering the proposed regulaiion }
0 this sabject, we believe the first alternative’ adsquately states the |
Sawired policy asd is somewhat mmore liexible than the 'second aliersative.

L. sdperence to tke principles included in the first alternative drati |
. omld tend to minimize the legal risks involved, However, it 13 understoss ;
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STATSPEC

ihat these principies are presently adhered te- ihis raises

the guesiion of whether a policy statement 10 be included in the regu-
1afions is necessary. In view of the unusual nature of zach specific

vate and the judgmeats to be applied, there seoms to be little preference,
a4 & pure legal matter, for pablishing a regulation or in fact followiag
sag policies which would be enumerated is such a regalation.
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